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ARCPC ICE CREAM SOCIAL 2006

All in attendance had a great time and plenty of ice cream and other snacks were on
hand. We all ate more than our share. If you weren’t present you missed out. We

look forward seeing you at the next meeting. We have another great program sched-
uled and you don’t want to miss it.

ARCPC VE TESTING

VE testing for all license
classes and upgrades will
be conducted on the third
Thursday of each month,
except November and
December, at 7:00 pm at
the Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 1706 S. Main St.
Weatherford. Enter side
door of main building.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARKER/PALO PINTO
INFORMATION NET:

Mondays at 7:00 pm on
147.040 (tone 110.9) Alt:
146.900 or 443.800

SPECIAL THANKS

ARCPC would like to
thank Joe and Jean Brink-
ley for their generous dona-
tion. It will be used to help
pay for moving the club’s
storage building to it’s new
location.

ARCPC PROGRAM

Ms. Kit Marshall, Commu-
nity Liaison for Emergency
Preparedness and Grant Writ-
ing for Parker County, will
give a presentation on emerg-
ing issues in Emergency Pre-
paredness and Public Safety.
She will also discuss the de-
velopment of new communi-
cations requirements for
R.A.C.E.S. and ARES.
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SOLAR UPDATE

From the ARRL Letter Volume 25
No. 33 August 18, 2006

Propagation guru Tad "Sunshine Superman” Cook, K7RA,
Seattle, Washington, reports: Solar flux and sunspot numbers
were up a bit this week, with the average daily sunspot number
rising by 25 points to 33.6. Friday, August 11, had a daily sun-
spot number of 39. With more sunspaots, the higher HF bands
exhibit better propagation than they did nearly two weeks ago
when the sunspot number was zero for four days in a row.

A coronal mass ejection (CME) August 16 could cause geo-
magnetic disturbances this weekend. The predicted planetary A
index for August 18-21 is 10, 25, 15 and 8.

We are still anticipating the upcoming solar minimum, but a
large amount of e-mail arrived this week regarding news from
NASA of what could be the first spot of Cycle 24 <http://
science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2006/15aug_backwards.htm>. The
sunspot appeared briefly, then disappeared. The clue was the
short-lived sunspot's magnetic polarity, which was the opposite
of sunspots during the current Cycle 23. As time goes on, there
will be more Cycle 24 spots and fewer Cycle 23 spots.

For more information concerning radio propagation, see the
ARRL Technical Information Service at http://www.arrl.org/
tis/info/propagation.html. For a detailed explanation of the
numbers used in this bulletin, see http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/
k9la-prop.html. An archive of past propagation bulletins is at
http://www.arrl.org/wlaw/prop/.

Sunspot numbers for August 10 through 16 were 37, 39, 27,
26, 45, 32 and 29, with a mean of 33.6. 10.7 cm flux was 80.3,
83.9, 84.7, 85.9, 86.4, 85.6, and 86, with a mean of 84.7. Esti-
mated planetary A indices were 5, 6, 8, 2, 4, 3 and 3, with a
mean of 4.4. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 4, 3, 4, 2,
with a mean of 2.7.

FROM THE ARCPC PRESIDENT

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Jamboree on The Air
(JOTA) is scheduled from 0001 local time Saturday, October
21, 2006 until 1159 pm Sunday, October 22, 2006. This is a
wonderful opportunity for the ARCPC to introduce a large
number of young people to our hobby. This will be a primary
topic of discussion in the September meeting.

Kenwood and ICOM user, Cliff at AVVID is back in business
from Mabank, TX. Check the following URL for details: http://
www.avvid.com/.

I am looking for volunteers to conduct a one-day license course
for the Technician Class license, specifically targeted to Police-
men, Emergency Medical Technicians, and Firemen. | would
like to see the course taught in late October or early November
if possible. -- Jim Spaulding W@UO

TOP TEN SIGNS THAT YOU MAY
NEED AN ELMER

By Jeffery S. King N1DJS

An Elmer is the guy you go to, to ask questions about topics
in Ham Radio that you don’t understand. In that vein, you
know it’s time for you to find an Elmer if...

Your friend tells you he has a new two meter radio and you
figure one of the meters must be for swr and the other for
power out.

You hear a conversation on the low bands about CW and
you think they're referring to the cold war.

You hear someone sign this is N8XXX mabile 4 and you
think it's because he has three other radios

You hear that someone won a 40 meter radio at a hamfest
and you wonder how they’re going to get something that
large in their house.

You build a morse code key out of Plexiglas and can't fig-
ure out why it won't key your radio.

You think the difference between short wave and long wave
is the speed at which you move your wrist back and forth.

You're thinking about joining your other ham friends in the
local ATV group because you own a four wheel drive vehi-
cle that will go just about anywhere.

You won't use a repeater because you've heard that using a
repeater could be dangerous. You've heard an alligator
could get you.

You think a colinear antenna can only be used with two
amplifiers.

You think fm is the modulation type that came after em,
dm, cm, bm and am.

You wouldn't mind getting into packet radio but no matter
how much you practice you can't get the hang of sending
those beeps and braps with your keyer.

You wonder what sound a short wave makes and why any-
one would want to listen to one.

You think the repeater owner would be a lot happier if in-
stead of talking about his cavities he just went to the dentist
and got them filled.

You think a CW ID is the number the army gave you on
your dog tags during the cold war.

&  “Be patient with the faults of
? others; they have to be patient
with yours.”
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SECRETARY’S NOTES

Minutes of the August 2006 Meeting

The Amateur Radio Club of Parker County met on Tuesday,
August 8th at Weatherford Community Center. President Jim
Spaulding W@ZUO called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM.
Loraine Baldwin KD5KTF gave the invocation. The minutes of
the last meeting were presented. A motion was made by Doug
May WB5VQQ and seconded by Beth Thompson K5BLT that
the minutes be accepted as presented. The motion passed.

There were 3 visitors at the club meeting. Linda Davis
KC51XQ, Vernon Moore WA5NVC and George Odom. There
were 16 members in attendance at the meeting.

Announcements: Bill Graham WA5OCB long time ARCPC
member become a Silent Key.

Old Business: The club’s storage building and trailer once
moved will be stored at Jerry Thompson’s W7JT house. A lo-
cal wrecker service was contacted about moving it, but because
of the trailer height they will not be able to do it. Joe Brinkley
will look in to other services that may be available that can
handle the move. A motion was made by Beth Thompson
K5BLT that a limit of $350 be set for making the move. It was
seconded by Jerry Thompson W7JT. Consider this announce-
ment to be in accordance with the Article V of club bylaws that
any expenditure of more than $200 be posted in the newsletter
and set a side and voted at the scheduled meeting.

New Business: Floyd May N50RJ has resigned as Secretary/
Treasurer due to health issues. ARCPC President Jim
Spaulding W@BUO appointed Will Teague W5CX to complete
Floyd’s 2006-2007 term.

A motion was made by Jerry Thompson W7JT and seconded
by Doug May WB5VVQ to adjourn the meeting. The motion
passed and the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Program: Annual Ice Cream Social

Respectfully submitted,

Will Teague W5CX
Secretary/Treasurer

ARCPC HOSPITALITY
September 12th Meeting

Beans and Corn Bread.

Coffee, Cookies and soft drinks
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Judy
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ARISS UPDATE
From: The ARRL Letter, Vol 25, No 34

Two radio amateurs to be aboard shuttle

Atlantis: Mission Specialist Heide Ste-

fanyshyn-Piper, KD5TVR, and Dan Bur-

bank, KC5ZSX, will be the only US
Amateur Radio licensees aboard the shuttle Atlantis, sched-
uled to head for the International Space Station Sunday,
August 27, at 2030 UTC. The only woman on Mission STS-
115, Stefanyshyn-Piper will be making first trip into space
since becoming an astronaut 10 years ago. Burbank previ-
ously flew on Mission STS-106. In addition to Stefanyshyn-
Piper and Burbank, the STS-115 crew consists of Com-
mander Brent Jett, Pilot Chris Ferguson and mission spe-
cialists Joe Tanner and Steve MacLean, who represents the
Canadian Space Agency. This mission will mark the first
time in nearly four years that a space station component will
be added to the orbiting outpost, which is home to NA1SS.
During three spacewalks, Atlantis crew members will install
a second set of solar arrays on the space station -- doubling
the station's ability to generate power from sunlight -- and
the P3/P4 truss to support the arrays. No Amateur Radio
operation from Atlantis is planned. The ISS recently did an
orbital "reboost" to place the station at the correct altitude to
support the rendezvous with Atlantis as well as September's
Soyuz launch of the Expedition 14 crew.

From the ARRL Letter Volume 25 No. 33 August 18, 2006

Smithsonian's NN3SI to QRT during museum renovations: NN3SI, the Amateur Radio station exhibit at the Smithsonian Insti-

tute's National Museum of American History in Washington, DC, will QRT in late August while the museum undergoes renova-
tions that will include the ham station. The museum is scheduled to reopen by the summer of 2008. Inaugurated in 1976 and sup-
ported by a volunteer staff, NN3SI occupies a corner in the "Information Age" exhibit on the first floor of the National Museum of
American History, and it's been open daily for visiting radio amateurs to operate. -- submitted by Murray Green, K3BEQ




= NOTICE =
The next Club Meeting will be held at 7:00 pm, Tuesday September 12, 2006
at the Weatherford Community Center 701 Narrow Street, Weatherford, TX
Talk-in 147.04 and Tone 110.9

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF PARKER COUNTY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME: CALL SIGN:
LICENSE CLASS: (E)(A)(G)(TP)(T)(N) ARRL MEMBER: (YES) (NO)  STATUS: (NEW) (RENEWAL)
(CIRCLE APPLICABLE ANSWERS ON ABOVE LINE)

ADDRESS: EMAIL ADDRESS
CITY: STATE: ZIP (plus 4): —
PHONE: HOME: WORK:

ANNUAL DUES: $10.00. HAM FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $15.00 (+ 1 same household or full time college stu-
dent) (Add an additional $5.00 if you wish to receive a hard copy of the newsletter).

HAM FAMILY MEMBER NAME: CALL SIGN:

Cut out and mail this application to the ARCPC Secretary/Treasurer along with you check or money order for the
amount due. Or, bring it to the next regular club meeting.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE DUE IN JUNE

W5PC FIRST CLASS
MAIL

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF PARKER COUNTY, INC.
P.o. BOX 1795
WEATHERFORD, TX 76086
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www.gsl.net/w5pc



