
W5PC

APRIL 2008 ISSUEARCPC NEWSLETTER VOLUME 18, NO. 4

THE
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF PARKER COUNTY

NEWSLETTER

PRESIDENT
JIM SPAULDING WØUO

VICE PRESIDENT
AL WARREN WR5AW

SECRETARY-
TREASURER

JERRY THOMPSON W7JT

DIRECTORS
BOB GILL K5BG

WILL TEAGUE W5CX

W5PC TRUSTEE
WILL TEAGUE W5CX

HOSPITALITY
JUDY WOLF KB5JEY

RACES-ARES
ALLEN BEADLE KB5AB

VE TESTING
DOUG MAY WB5VQQ

EDUCATION-CLASS 
FACILICATOR

JIM SPAULDING WØUO

FIELD DAY
CLINT ANDERSON 

AE5CA

HAM FEST
JIM SPAULDING WØUO

WEBMASTER
AL WARREN WR5AW

NEWSLETTER-
HISTORIAN

WILL TEAGUE W5CX

PUBLIC RELATIONS
BRETT SHAYLER 

KE5ALK

ALEDO RIDE FOR HEROS 2008

ARCPC HAM FEST 2008

Saturday March 29, 2008 was a big day for the Amateur Radio Club of 
Parker County. A scheduling conflict happened causing two events to 
take place on the same day. The question was “can we do it?” You bet 
we can and when we hams all pitch in and do our part it will happen. 
ARCPC would like to thank all those that participated in both events.
A special thanks to our other Parker County club Tri-County for their 
help.
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Concerns over privacy have prompted the FCC to scale 
back the amount of information it releases on its enforce-
ment actions. In a January 15 e-mail to the amateur radio 
media, FCC Special Counsel Riley Hollingsworth said that 
“Due to privacy concerns, we are modifying our procedures 
so that only final actions will be posted on the Amateur 
section of our web pages, except of course for Notices of 
Apparent Liability, Notices of Violation, etc.” In the past, 
letter requesting specific information in response to a com-
plaint were included in the material released by the Com-
mission, originally to the amateur media, and  subsequently 
posted on the FCC’s web site. Now, says Hollingsworth, 
“Actions that are in ‘process’ will be summarized...just by 
action, city and state.” When final action is taken on a par-
ticular case, Hollingsworth added, “those actions will ap-
pear on our web pages as appropriate.” There have been 
several recent instance in which inquiries about possible 
rules violations have been widely publicized, only to have 
the Commission determine after receiving the response that 
no violations had occurred.

FCC CHNGES POLICY ON                          
ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

From: CQ Magazine

Solar scientists have announced the official start of the new 
sunspot cycle, the 24th since record keeping began. The key 
event was the appearance on January 4th of a new sunspot 
whose magnetic polarity was the reverse of those spots asso-
ciated with Cycle 23, according to David Hathaway of 
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center. Radio propagation on 
the upper HF bands is heavily influenced by sunspot activity.

“New solar cycles always begin with a high-latitude, re-
versed polarity sunspot,” Hathaway explained in a NASA 
news release, which further explained that old cycle spots 
congregate near the sun’s equator while spots of a new cycle 
appear high, in the range of 25-30 degrees latitude. Cycle 23 
peaked in 2000-2003 (it had a double peak). The maximum 
of Cycle 24 is expected to be in 2011 or 2012. There is a 
split in scientific opinion on whether this cycle will be mild 
or intense, and how long it will last. The NASA release notes 
that the start of Cycle 24 does not necessarily mean that Cy-
cle 23 has ended, and that it is likely that sunspots from both 
cycles may appear over the course of the next several months 
to a year. 

IT’S HERE’ SOLAR CYCLE 24 
OFFICIALLY BEGINS

From: CQ Magazine

Motorola subsidiary MI, Inc. has completed its tender offer 
to acquire controlling interest in Vertex Standard, the manu-
facturer of Yaesu amateur radio equipment. A Motorola 
news release said the buyout, first announced last November, 
was completed in January, with Motorola paying some 12 
billion Yen (about US$113 million) for a 78% ownership 
share in Vertex Standard, which became a Motorola subsidi-
ary. When all of the details are finalized, Motorola will own 
80% of Vertex with the remaining 20% owned by Toko-
giken, Ltd., a Japanese company controlled by Vertex Stan-
dard President and CEO Jun Hasegawa. Hasegawa will re-
tain day-to-day control of Vertex Standard’s operations.

Yaesu’s Executive Vice President for Amateur Radio Sales 
in North America, Dennis Motschenbacher, K7BV, told the 
ARRL Letter that he sees the merger as “an opportunity to 
make a solid 50-plus year old Yaesu company even stronger 
and more formidable” in the amateur market, and assured 
customers that “there is absolutely no reason to have the 
slightest concern about equipment warranties and the con-
tinuation of support for out products.”

MOTOROLA COMPLETES BUYOUT OF 
YAESU PARENT

From: CQ Magazine

The first major revision since 2002 of the question pool for 
the Amateur Extra Class license has been released by the 
Question Pool Committee of the National Conference of 
Volunteer examiner Coordinators. The new pool consist of 
741 questions (down from more than 800 in the current 
pool), which will be used as of July 1, 2008, to develop the 
50-question Element 4 exam for the Extra Class license. It is 
scheduled to remain in use until 2012. The new questions 
include updates of Extra Class frequency  privileges and li-
cense requirements.

NEW EXTRA CLASS QUESTION POOL    
RELEASED

From: CQ Magazine

A LITTLE HUMOR

A true procrastinator is one who puts off until tomorrow 
what has already been put off until today.

Many people are like tea bags; they know their strength 
only when in hot water.

A timely present for an always-tardy person is an alarm 
clock.
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SECRETARY’S NOTES 

Minutes of the  March 2008 Meeting

ARCPC HOSPITALITY
April, 2008 Meeting

Judy 

KB5JEY

Jake Sez!
“What you possess is less significant 
than what possesses you. ”

ARCPC

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARKER/PALO PINTO INFORMATION NET

Mondays at 7:00 pm on 147.040 (tone 110.9) Alt: 146.900 or 
443.800

ARCPC VE TESTING

VE testing for all license classes and upgrades will be con-
ducted on the third Thursday of each month, except Novem-
ber and December, at 7:00 pm at the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, 1706 S. Main St. Weatherford. Enter side door of 
main building.

LICENSE CLASSES 

Contact Jim Spaulding WØUO for details.

APRIL 2008 PROGRAM

 ARCPC President Jim Spaulding WØUO will conduct a 
group discussion with the members on  the purpose of the 
club and the club’s by-laws.

This will be an important program for all members to attend.

Black Eyed Peas, Corn Bread, 
Coffee, Cookies & Soft Drinks 

The Amateur Radio Club of Parker County met on Tues-
day,  March 11, 2008. The meeting was called to order at 
7:08 P.M. by Jim Spaulding WØUO. Clint Anderson 
AE5CA  gave the invocation. Twenty members and two 
guests signed the roster

UPGRADES: Clay Riley KCØBWR upgraded to Ama-
teur Extra.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Skywarn training by the National 
Weather Service will be conducted 24 March 2008. 

Requests for people to sign-up for Ham Fest or Ride-for-
Heroes was made. Your help is urgently needed for these 
important activities. 

The DEC announced the installation of an IC7000 at the 
local hospital and classes for hospital personnel to obtain 
amateur licensing. 

Jim Spaulding WØUO requested that each member submit 
his training record to the club secretary for a training ros-
ter.

MINUTES:  The minutes of the February meeting were 
approved by voice vote. The motion was by Will Teague 
W5CX and was seconded by Elizabeth Hunkele N5ONE.

NEW BUSINESS: An informal group, led by Bob Gill, 
K5BG, will secure the materials at the hamfest and repair 
the antenna for Bob Parks, WB5MSH after the hamfest.

A motion by Elizabeth Hunkele, N5ONE, second by 
Smokey Vulgamore, KD5VHS, to 1) obtain K5LP for club 
use, with permission of the family and 2) assist, if needed, 
in selling the amateur radio equipment of the late “Lanny” 
Priddy was passed by voice vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 P.M. by passing the 
motion by Doug May, WB5VQQ, and seconded by 
Smokey Vulgamore, KD5VHS on a voice vote.

Thanks to Judy Wolfe,KB5JEY for providing soup, des-
serts and drinks to the assembled members.

Respectfully submitted,
Jerry W. Thompson W7JT
Secretary/Treasurer

GRAND PRIZE WINNER

The grand prize at the hamfest was won by David Tyler 
Bufkin, WX5ATX of Weatherford, Texas 



AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF PARKER COUNTY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME: ____________________________________________ CALL SIGN: _____________________________
LICENSE CLASS: (E)(A)(G)(T)(N)      ARRL MEMBER:  (YES) (NO)         STATUS: (NEW) (RENEWAL)
                                                     (CIRCLE APPLICABLE ANSWERS ON ABOVE LINE)

ADDRESS: ___________________________________   EMAIL ADDRESS  ____________________________
CITY: ________________________________ STATE: __________ ZIP (plus 4): ____________—___________
PHONE: HOME: _____________________________ WORK: ________________________________________

INIIATION FEE: One time initiation fee per family - $5.00

ANNUAL DUES: $10.00.  HAM FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $15.00 (+ 1 same household or full time college stu-
dent) (Add an additional $5.00 if you wish to receive a hard copy of the newsletter).

HAM FAMILY MEMBER NAME: _____________________________________ CALL SIGN: ______________

Cut out and mail this application to the ARCPC Secretary/Treasurer along with you check or money order for the 
amount due. Or, bring it to the next regular club meeting.                                                                           

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE DUE IN JUNE

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF PARKER COUNTY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1795
WEATHERFORD, TX 76086

www.w5pc.org

W5PC FIRST CLASS
       MAIL

= NOTICE =
The next club meeting will be held at 7:00 pm, Tuesday April 8, 2008 

at Weatherford Community Center 701 Narrow Street, Weatherford, TX

Talk-in 147.04 and Tone 110.9


